FIRST TIME STUDENTS;

ASAP register for the High Performance Driver School at www.motorsportreg.com.  Waiting may mean that you will not get into the school as our schools traditionally do sell out soon after registration opens. You can always find that out by logging on to the registration site or our Tarheel site. We do allow wait-lists for all groups in the event that the school is sold out when you apply. You will not be charged until you are moved from wait-list to the confirmed list.
Once you have registered on line at www.motorsportreg.com you will be directed back to this the www.tarheelbmwcca.org website.

You will download the STUDENT CONFIRMATION PACKET that also contains your FORMS.  Those forms will be completed by you and presented to our REGISTRARS at the Headquarters for that school. The Tech Inspection form is to be completed by a qualified mechanic.  The location and time for registration will be in the information on line. It is usually at the Sleep Inn Motel just 10 miles from the track and we negotiate a good rate there, so when you book your room, ask for the BMW TARHEEL block of rooms.  We do registration in their breakfast nook visible from the front door. It begins as soon as the registrars can move from the track [they register instructors there on Friday] to the motel and is usually 6:00 PM until 10:00 PM.  You will present your completed forms, valid driver’s license and helmet at registration.  You will sign a waiver form and get a wristband.  That wristband lasts all weekend. It is OK to shower in it.  The gate keepers will recognize your arm band as you hold it up for them and you will not be asked to re-sign the waiver on the way in Sat/Sun mornings. It is the very same waiver that you read and verified that you read and understood when you signed up on line.  The staff will give you your packet on Friday night.  It answers the rest of your questions.  It contains your schedule and the peel off numbers for your car’s rear passenger windows.
Once at the track on Saturday morning with your numbers on the car and your wrist band on your arm you find a parking spot.  If it looks like someone’s belongings are where the rear of their car would be if they were there realize that the spot is taken. The paddock is large and will accommodate everyone.  Park and unload EVERYTHING from your car’s interior and trunk. Store it on the ground at the rear of your car if you park so that you car front is facing out to the connecting roads within the paddock. It is smart to bring a storage box or plastic bag and/or tarp for your belongings. You will appreciate having a folding chair with you as well. Keep your wallet on your person, everything else can be stored. Once your car is empty take a deep breath; check your fluids and tire pressures.  Tires will perform best if you add 2-4 psi of air to the amount recommended on the driver’s door frame.  Your tires will have a DO NOT EXCEED maximum tire pressure imprinted on the sidewall. Know that tires will gain some heat on track [as they do on highway] so don’t get carried away with putting in air. Your instructor will go over these things with you prior to your track time.

There is a student meeting for ALL STUDENTS IN ALL GROUPS to begin the day. You will see where and when in the information in your packet given to you Friday night.  There will also be an announcement to remind you; you will see others headed that way. Go with them.  After your meeting you will stand outside the classroom facing the fence and wait for someone to call your INSTRUCTOR’S name and YOUR NAME. The three of you [your Inst. you and the other student your instructor has] will step away to a quiet spot, get acquainted and plan where and when to meet to tech your can again and for meeting for your on-track sessions for the remainder of the day. Ask questions if you don’t feel oriented and comfortable that you know what to do and when.  Know that everyone in the paddock was a first timer once and they will help you. Also know that most of your run group members are first timers too.  

After the introduction to your instructor the first thing you will do is that the two of you will do a slow drive around the track in his/her car so you know what the circuit looks like, where the flag stations are and generally what is to be expected of you. 
There are Three more SESSIONS on track Saturday with your in-car instructor and you as the driver.  You drive for 25 minutes with him/her talking you around the circuit via an in-helmet intercom.  You will attend classroom sessions between your on-track sessions.  All four RUN GROUPS get the same amount of time on track.  As stated above, your first session on-track will be an orientation with your instructor in his car and no helmets.  It is slow and informative, gets you comfortable with where things are and protocol on track.  All students get FOUR sessions on Saturday and FOUR sessions on Sunday for a total of EIGHT sessions. 
Your family/friends are welcome to attend and they may be spectators on either or both days.  On Sunday you will have more free time as classroom sessions end at noon Sunday however you will have two more on track sessions Sunday afternoon.  School is over at 5:30 PM on Sunday.
Your face will be sore from GRINNING and you will jabber about this for days.  We love to see you having fun. Welcome to the sport of High Performance Driving.
