Game On For Travis Payne's 2026 Pesto Fest!!!
Due to the outrageous heat we have had now for like 2 months, at least 3 of the basils are already flowering while others, particularly the Italian varieties, are probably over a week off from being ready to pick.  The only solution is to start making pesto from basils that are flowering and spread the preparation out over more than a week. So, the ONE AND ONLY PESTO FEST (that we know of) this year will occur on SATURDAY, JULY 25, 2026
 
Please register here so can have a headcount to help with the planning and the cookin’!
 
Festivities will commence around 5:00, give or take whatever’s right.  The first pesto should be ready for eating between 6:00 - 6:30pm.
 
The number of pesto options will be limited to 12-13 this year. This should include the “regular” (sort of classic Italian), Mrs. Burn’s Lemon with cashews, Mexican (half basil and half cilantro), Siam Queen (Thai) with pistachios, several kinds of Blue Spice with nuts and even seeds (pumpkin, sunflower, and hemp).  Maybe something more in the mix!
 
As veterans of the Fest know, you got to pace yourself. There is no need to bring anything, but if you feel compelled to, libations or desserts are appropriate. If you have them, please bring some FOLDING CHAIRS so you can sit at the tables.
 
To avoid the congestion of cars in the carport/house area, the double-wide gate behind our house will be open and parking will be down in our yard. There will be signs directing you to the parking areas, so please DO NOT PARK BETWEEN THE CARPORT AND HOUSE.
 
The Boyd-Payne abode is at 4220 Millpoint Drive, Wake Forest, NC.
 

